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I UNLOCKED MY PHONE WITH my right thumb and 
opened up an email, with a subject reading, “Recruiting 
Process Update.” My first thought was, “Yay! After several 
tries, I finally got an internship!” When I read the email my 
jaw dropped, my eyes grew wide, and my heart skipped a 
beat! The email was not something I expected to read …

“At this time, we are unable to offer you a position with 
our firm.”

The thoughts that went through my mind were:
“I am not good enough …”
“I have tried so hard and failed every time …”
“I was not made to be a CPA …”
“I want to change my major …”

All these thoughts ran through my mind as I was 
reading through the email. My immediate reaction was to 
change my major and give up; however, I spoke with my 
mentor and friends about the situation. Every single person 
who I spoke with assured me that I had all the qualifica-
tions, but I needed to be more persistent. After hearing 
what they said, I remembered what my mentor, Chad 
Schenkel, CPA, (Crowe Horwath LLP) once said: “You can’t 
control everything, but you can control your effort. As long 
as you put 100 percent of your effort into something, you 
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will see the results in the end.” Keeping this in mind, I knew 
this was one of the many obstacles that I had to overcome. 
I had to stop doubting myself and continue to strive for the 
goals I had for myself. 

I decided to continue to pursue the CPA designation 
despite my recent experiences with internship interviews. 
I talked to Ali Paul, leadership and outreach manager 
at INCPAS, and she mentioned that: “it was part of the 
process … you will find the right fit and will make a differ-
ence in this profession.” Hearing this made me even more 
determined than before.

 The rejection still stung but it was something that I 
would overcome. This experience made me realize that it 
takes a while to reach ones goals. I knew that when I finally 
got the internship I would appreciate it even more since I 
knew how hard it’d been to get there.

In my internship search I learned that determination 
and persistence are key parts of being successful in college 
and life. You must be very determined and persistent with 
what we want. There will be times when we must face 
different challenges in our life. Having a support system 
allowed me to overcome the obstacles that I faced. I am 
determined to find an internship with a firm or company 
that I fit in with and graduate with my accounting degree in 
the near future.  
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